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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings , of claims in the application; 

Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1 (canceled) . 

Claim 2 {currently amended) : Method The method according to 
claim * 16, wherein the inactive regions (22) - are cooled by 
temperatures on the order of 5 to 20' Celsius more than the 
active region ^9rHr of the rubber blanket -tr&r that is covered by 
the fabric web on the main cylinder -fir)-. 

Claim 3 (currently amended) : M ethod The method according to 
claim i: 16, wherein the amount of heat supplied to the inactive 
regions (22) - during a pass of the rubber blanket on the main 
cylinder is essentially completely removed again during the 

same pass. 

Claim 4 (currently amended) : Mdhod The method according to 
claim ± 16, wherein the separate cooling of the inactive edge 
regions -ittf takes place starting with -Hre a first pass of the 
rubber blanket on the main cylinder . 
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Claim 5 (currently amended) : Met had The method according to 
claim i 1£, wherein the inactive regions ittr are cooled in 
stages- , preferably according to a type of counter-flow principle. 

Claim 6 (canceled) . 

Claim 7 (currently amended) : Rubb^i - The rubber blanket 
shrinking system according to claim 6 17, wherein the additional- 
second cooling device - (10, 23) possesses comprise^, means for 
spraying on cooling water jets or air jets onto the inactiv e edge 
regions (22 -)-. 

Claim 8 (currently amended) ; Ro bber The rubber blanket 
shrinking system according to claim « 12, wherein the secon d 
mnlina dpvHr.e comprises pivoting cooling, bars (10, 23) are 
puflvidcd a.b lihe-add-itiotiAl ttooliiuj dBui^c . 

Claim 9 (currently amended) : Rubber The rubber blanket 
shrinking system according to claim -6 17, wherein further 
comprising at least one sensor (21) ai^igimd to the fabric web 
e dyu fs piu^ided to control for controlling the width of the 
rubber blanket region cooled by the addiiicmal second cooling 
device - HO, 23)/ in each instance . 
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Claim 10 (currently amended) : Rubber The rubber blanket 
shrinking system according to claim -6 17, wherei -rr further 
comprising flat-jet spray nozzles -f- 37a to e) y&L Lical*x - ly having 
a jet that can pivot about the longitudinal jet axis, are 
yiou ' icl&d bo apply for applying the first cooling agent. 

Claim 11 (currently amended) : Rubber The rubber blanket 
shrinking system according to claim 17, wherein the second 
cooling device comprises stationary nozzle bars f wherein srre- 
p rovided as Lh i i additional idling d^iue, whereby at least one 
nozzle bar (33a Lo c) is aligned arranged to dispense the second 
cooling agent to a respective p ortion of the inactive each edge 
region (22N 

Claim 12 (currently amended) : Rubber The rubber blanket 
shrinking system according to claim 11, wherein the nozzle bars 
(33a lu are disposed parallel to one another and follow one 
another in the direction -f55t towards the center of the rubber 
blanket. 

Claim 13 (currently amended) . Rubber The rubber shrinking 
system according to claim 11, wherein -the each nozzle bars (33ar 
Lu e ) possc -gy bar has a different respective number of flat-jet 
nozzles (37a to e) having a dill c i c nt respective spray aisles (wl 

-4- 

KSPiv&tWMM.L ET AL 1 PCTUM FOMENT 9- l3-06.wpd 



PAGE 5f10 * RCVD AT 9/13S006 1:15:M PRI [Eastem D^OgM Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-50 * DMS:27K300 * CSID:516 365 9805 * DURATIOH pnm«ss):0148 



SEP-13-2006 13:18 



COLLARD PND ROE PC 



516 365 9805 P. 



to w&)- angle, the number being at least one and bei ng different 
for each nozzle bar, and the sorav angle being different f or each 
no22le bar. 

Claim 14 (currently amended) . Rubber The rubber blanket 
shrinking system according to claim 11, wherein the nozzle bars 
(33a to e) have an increasing number of flat-jet nozzles (37a to 
«f from the edge -(- 36) in the direction (35 - ) - towards the center of 
the rubber blanket -fSf, and that the spray region -fr30a to e) of 
the n022le bars produced by the nozzles is oriented to be flatter 
from the blanket edge towards the center. 

Claim 15 (currently amended) . Rubber The rubber blanket 
shrinking system according to claim 11, wherein each nozzle bar 
(33a to e) is connected with a collector (31 -t by way of a shut- 
off valve - f- 34) , and fchar fr the nozzle bars can be controlled with 
the same nozzle equipment, in pairs on the right and the left. 

Claim 16 (new) : A method for compressive shrinking of a 
textile fabric web using a rubber blanket shrinking system 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) disposing a mechanically compressed fabric web between 
an endless rubber blanket and a mantle surface of a heated main 
cylinder to form active regions of the rubber blanket covered by 
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the fabric web on the main cylinder and inactive regions of the 
rubber blanket not covered by the fabric web on the main 
cylinder; and 

(b) cooling an area of the rubber blanket at a location 
where the area is not in contact with the main cylinder; 

wherein the inactive regions are cooled separately and to a 
greater extent after leaving the main cylinder than the active 
regions. 

Claim 17 (new) : A rubber blanket shrinking system 
comprising: 

(a) an endless rubber blanket; 

(b) a heated main cylinder having a mantle surface, wherein 
a mechanically compressed fabric web is to be disposed between 
the endless rubber blanket and the mantle surface of the main 
cylinder to form active regions of the rubber blanket covered by 
the fabric web on the main cylinder and inactive edge regions of 
the rubber blanket not covered by the fabric on the main cylinder 
having a selected width; 

(c) a first cooling device for dispensing a first cooling 
agent to an area of the rubber blanket at a location where the 
area is not in contact with the main cylinder; and 

(d) a second cooling device for dispensing a second cooling 
agent to the inactive edge regions after leaving the main 
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cylinder, the second cooling device being adapted to the width of 
the inactive edge regions. 



-7 - 

E. Zr AL t PCTtAMENDMENT 9. 13-06. wpd ' 



PAGE 8/10 * RCVD AT 9/10/2006 1:15:04 PM [EastOTi Daylight Time] 8 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/3 * DN1S:27^300 * CS1D:516 365 9805 « DURATION (mm-ss):0148 



